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The war in Ukraine has once again shifted global defense policies and continues to cause economic turmoil.
Against this backdrop, we are witnessing vivid debates on the political economy of security highlighting the
close connection between the two domains of security and economics. The objective of this panel is to shed
light not only on those recent developments, but to take a broader –also historical –look at the political drivers
and constraints of arms production. Panelists will address the challenges that states face from different per-
spectives including foci on policy processes, market size, the conversion of ideas into military capabilities, and
bureaucratic politics. They will explore the drivers of defense-industrial specialization as well as of outsourc-
ing, but also the distributive politics of military innovation of the past and the failures to generate military
power in the present. What the papers share and what is, therefore, the key contribution of this panel to
the EISS Annual Conference is to link the past with the present in order to bring politics back into a better
understanding of arms production.
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