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”In the mind of the beholder”: a study on coercion
and the choice of coercive instruments

Why and how are states inclined towards strategic preferences in foreign policy? Why do they prefer certain
instruments of coercion over others? Part of IR scholarship advocates that a strategic culture approach offers
highly relevant perspectives on foreign policy decision-making. The project seeks to investigate the role of
strategic culture when it comes to coerce an adversary. From a theoretical perspective, it treats strategic cul-
ture as a companion theory, pulling together a traditional interest in power politics with subjectivity. Relying
on this background, it builds an analytical framework, based on the assumption that strategic culture shapes
the way in which states conceptualize coercion, and disposes them towards preferring certain tools over oth-
ers. The project then provides three empirical illustrations: Russia, Turkey, and India. The analysis employs
a mixed-methods approach, using security documents on coercion as text-as-data, and qualitative interviews
with relevant academic and policy experts. The project further contributes to the research on strategic culture
and coercion, which remains relatively underdeveloped in strategic studies. Moreover, it provides additional
insights on the countries under study, which find relevant academic and policy implications. Lastly, it brings
in the use of computational methods, which still have few applications in security studies.
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